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Foreign Fishing Vessel LOMALO

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement received 
information that according to VMS track 
information the Republic of the Marshall 

Islands (RMI) fishing vessel FFV LOMALO may 
have fished inside the US Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ) within the islands of Howland 
Baker  



On September 15, 2019, WCPFC VMS track
lines and other position data revealed that
The FV LOMALO did enter the US EEZ 
Surrounding the Howland and Baker Islands.
The vessel’s VMS tracks did not appear 
consistent and indicated possible prohibited
fishing activity approximately 1.845 nm 
inside the US EEZ with clear indications of at
least one alleged purse seine fishing set 
pattern.  

A letter requesting an investigation by 
RMI authorities was then sent to the 
Marshall Islands Marine Resources 
Authority (MIMRA)



VMS Position Reports



AIS Position Reports



Comparison of VMS and AIS



VMS Lat/Long     WCPFC Record         









Over a year has passed and still NO RESPONSE    
from Marshall Islands Authorities.



Finally a Response from MIMRA











Purse-Seine Catch Logsheet



Vessel Captain’s Logsheet



Observer’s Diary Journal



FORM PS-2 filled out by observer



VMS plots to include the 
captains data



Distance inside the EEZ



Fishing tracks inside the EEZ









Vessel owner charged a NOVA 
in the amount of $99,300.00



Vessel Monitoring System

• Satellite surveillance system
• Track movement fishing vessels in EEZ

& treaty areas
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Case example of AIS reliability













Taiwan’s Outcome Response
As per our investigation, it is found that the F/V VMS reported her 
positions regularly during her trip, including the period covering 
between December 31, 2021 to January 04, 2022. The vessel 
position reporting is in compliance with the requirements stipulated 
in the related CMM. In addition, the positions above-mentioned F/V 
reported are 670 miles away from the Johnston Atoll. As such, there 
is no opportunity for this vessel to engage in the illegal fishing 
activity within the Johnston Atoll. Attached please find the vessel 
position reports of the F/V MAN FU TSAI No. 5. We would appreciate 
further information from your side to facilitate our investigation.

Thank you once again for the continued effort on combating illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing operations. Should you need 
further information, please do not hesitate letting me know.

Best regards,

International Fisheries Affairs Section
Deep Sea Fisheries Division,
Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture 6F., No.100, Sec. 2, Heping 
W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist.,Taipei, Taiwan









Questions?

Mahalo!
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